Physical Inspection 

It is best to have the seller fly his plane to you or your representative to inspect.  

First, it shows that they are confident that the plane will be found to be as represented and satisfactory to the buyer.  

Second, it allows the buyer to question the pilot immediately upon landing about the trip [altitude, speed, power settings, fuel flows, discrepancies, how everything is working and if it is ready for a flight check].

Third, you can walk around the plane doing a post flight inspection to examine the condition of the paint and interior, corrosion, struts, hydraulic lines, tires, brakes, fuel lines & tanks, lights windshields, windows, engine, anything leaking, smoking, etc.   The most thorough way is to take the preflight checklist and just go through a walk-around with the pilot. Make a list of any questionable items.

Flight Check

Again, use the complete checklist for starting, taxi, before take-off, take-off, climb, cruise climb, cruise, descent, landing and shutdown. 

Make a note of power settings, speeds, fuel flows, rates of climb, engines gage readings and any questionable items.

Check all avionics equipment, pressurization, airconditioning/heating, interior lights, annunciators, air leaks, water leaks, rigging of controls, and general flying characteristics.  If you have limited experience in this type plane you may want to have a representative assist you.

Logbook Review

This may be done before, during or after the flight check.  It should be done by the person who will be conducting the inspection or the person with “Inspection Authorization” (IA).  This review will confirm that the logs are consecutive, complete, up to date and show no adverse history of which you may not be aware.  A review of FAA 337 Forms will also be conducted to discover any damage history.  Any problems found here can be addressed before the extensive annual or phase inspection is begun.

